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Chapter 2

Symmetry and Conservation Law

The Lagrangian density of fermions which is constructed in the previous chapter possesses
various symmetries such as Lorentz invariance, time reversal symmetry and so on. These
symmetries play a fundamental role for the determination of the vacuum state as well as the
spectrum emerged from the model Hamiltonian. Therefore, one should be accustomed to
these basic symmetries to understand the field theory.

In this chapter, we explain fundamental symmetry properties of Lorentz invariance,
time reversal invariance, parity transformation, charge conjugation, translational invariance,
global gauge symmetry, chiral symmetry & (3) symmetry in field theory. In particular,
the invariance of the Lagrangian density under these symmetries is discussed in detail since
it is important to determine the vacuum structure.

If the Lagrangian density has a continuous symmetry, then there is a conserved cur-
rent associated with this symmetry due to Noether's theorem. From the conservation of the
current, one finds a conserved charge which plays an important role for the determination
of physical states such as the vacuum state. All of the field theory models discussed here
possess the translational invariance of the Lagrangian density, and this leads to the con-
served quantity of the energy momentum tensor. From this energy momentum tensor, one
can define the Hamiltonian density which is the energy density of the system. Clearly, the
Hamiltonian is most important for the quantized field theory models since it can determine
all of the physical states as the eigenstate of the Hamiltonian.

2.1 Introduction to Transformation Property

When one considers the transformation of the Lagrangian density or Hamiltonian density
under the symmetry operatbr, one first evaluates the transformation of the figlds

W = Uy.

Then, one calculates and sees how the Lagrangian defshould transform under the
symmetry operatot/

L= L, 00" = LU, 8,(UY)).

23
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If the Lagrangian density does not change its functional shape,
L =L

then it is invariant under the transformation(of

After the field quantization, the transformation procedure becomes somewhat different.
The basic physical quantity in quantized field theory becomes the Hamiltéhiamd the
important point is that the Hamiltonian is now an operator and the problem becomes the
eigenvalue equation for the field Hamiltonian

H|Y) = E|V),

where| ) is calledFock state Since an operatd® transforms under the symmetry operator
U as
o' =vou!

the Hamiltonianfl transforms as
H =UHU L.
In this case, the Fock sta®) should transform as
|y = U|P).

The transformation properties of the Lagrangian density should be kept for the quantized
Hamiltonian after the field quantization. However, the vacuum state (the Fock state) may
break the symmetry and indeed this can happen for the continuous global symmetry like
the chiral symmetry. This physical phenomena are cajshtaneous symmetry breaking
which will be treated in Chapter 4.

2.2 Lorentz Invariance

The most important symmetry in physics must be the Lorentz invariance. The Lorentz
invariance should hold in the theory of all the fundamental interactions. This is based on
the observation that any physical observables should not depend on the systems one chooses
if the systemsS andS’ are related to each other by the Lorentz transformation,

2" =at v, (2.1)

If the S" system is moving with its velocity of along thex;-axis, then the matrix/;, can
be explicitly written as

1 v

Ny _\/11_1)2 00 coshw —sinhw 0 0
v —sinhw coshw 0 O
Wl=\"T—2 Vo 0 o 10 |2
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 1
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where
1

V1 —?
is introduced. In this case, the Dirac wave functiprshould transform by the Lorentz
transformation as

coshw =

U (2) = Sy (x), (2.3)

whereS denotes @ x 4 matrix. Now, the Lagrangian density for free Dirac field is written
both inS andS’ systems

L = (x)(i07" — m)ip(z) = ¥/ (2)(i0,'+" — m)y/'(a”). (2.4)

From the equivalence betweé&randS’ systems, one obtains
P (a') = P(2)S, (2.5a)
SyS ) =+ (2.5b)

If one solves eq.(2.5b), then one can determine the shapexilicitly when theS’ system
is moving along the:;-axis

S = exp (—i wawlﬁ”> ,

whereo,,, andI},” are defined as

i

Oy = D) ('Y;L’Yu - ’YV'Yu) )
0 -1 0 O
o 1 0 00
" 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 O

2.2.1 Lorentz Covariance

If physical quantities like Lagrangian density or equation of motions are written in a man-
ifestly Lorentz invariant fashion, then they are callastentz covariant The simplest case

is that these equations are written as a Lorentz scalar. In this case, it is trivial to recognize
that they are Lorentz invariant. For example, the continuity equation of the vector current
reads 9

a—f L V.j=0.

This is shown to be Lorentz invariant under the Lorentz transformation. However, it is not
manifest, and therefore one defines the four vector cujrehy

= (P7])
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In this case, one can rewrite the current conservation as
Ougt =0

which is obviously Lorentz invariant since it is written in terms of the Lorentz scalar, and it
is a Lorentz covariant expression.

However, one should not stress too much the importance of the Lorentz covariance.
The Lorentz invariance is, of course, most important. However, as long as one starts from
the Lorentz invariant theory, one does not have to worry about the violation of the Lorentz
invariance since it can never be broken unless one makes mistakes in his calculations. In this
respect, the Lorentz covariance may play an important role for avoiding careless mistakes
if one carries out the perturbative calculation of Sunatrix in a covariant way.

2.3 Time Reversal Invariance

The world we live does not seem to be invariant under the time reversal transformation.
Time flows always in the same direction. However, the physical law in the macroscopic
world is quite different from the microscopic world, and time arrow defined by the entropy
may not necessarily be related to the fundamental interactions.

Almost all of the fundamental interactions are invariant under the time reversal transfor-
mation. It is therefore important to understand the time reversal invaridiagv@riance)
in field theory models.

2.3.1 T-invariance in Quantum Mechanics

Before going to field theory, we should first understand the definition of tHimvariance
in guantum mechanics. When we make-» —t, then the basic operators that appear in
physics behave
T — Tk
t—s—t: | PP PR (2.6)
O — —0k
F— F

However, when the momentupg and the energy are replaced by the differential opera-
tors as

Pe=—i5—, E=i1 (2.7)

then, the explicitt-dependences of the, and £ become just opposite to eq.(2.6), and
therefore one should recover them by hand. This can be realized when one makes complex
conjugate of the operatogg and £

t— —t : ]fk — ]fk* = Zaixk = —]fk, (2.8a)
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~ 0N\" .0 A

t——t: E— <—zat> =ig = E (2.8b)
which can reproduce eq.(2.6). Therefore, the time reversal transformation in quantum me-
chanics means that the operator should be made complex conjugdte-asA*. This
means that if the Hamiltonian contains an imaginary term, then this system violates the
T-invariance. As one can see, the complex conjugate operation in accordance With the
transformation should not be taken for the Pauli matsixas seen from eq.(2.6). For the
Pauli matrixoy, one should make just the transformatiorgf— —oy, fort — —t.

2.3.2 T-invariance in Field Theory

In field theory, momentum operators are all replaced by the differential operators, and there-
fore T-transformation of the fielg)(z, t) means

t— —t : (zg,t) — Y(ag, —t)" with o — —oy. (2.9)

As an example, one takes the plane wave solution of eq.(1.11) and maKEgrtmesfor-
mation. Then, one obtains

X, R
t— —t : w(xk, t) — M OkPk Le—lEpt—H,pkmk
2Ep E, + m s vV

= Pz, t) (2.10)
which is indeed invariant under tHétransformation. The,, matrices transform under the
T-transformation

t— —t (70_’%). (2.11)
Ve =~k

Therefore, the free Dirac Lagrangian density of eq.(1.7) transforms

t——t : L— {z/}j [’yo(—iao’yo — z'é?m’“ — m)] ’(/J]} =L (2.12)
%]
which is, of course] -invariant as expected.

2.3.3 T-violating Interactions (Imaginary Mass Term)

At present, it is most important and fundamental to discover any interactions which violate
the T-invariance. The simplest way to introduce tHeviolating interaction must be an
imaginary mass term,

Hr = i, (2.13)

wheren denotes a real constant. In fact, the CP violating phase is originated from this type
of interaction.
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2.3.4 T and P-violating Interactions (EDM)

The direct examination of thE-violating interaction is based on the measurement of elec-
tric dipole moments (EDM) in isolated systems. The fundamental interaction of the T and
P-violations can be written

7 _
HTP = 5 dfl/}f@'#l,’}/g;wauy, (214)

whered; denotes the intrinsic EDM of thg-fermion. F,, ando,,,, denote the electromag-
netic field strength and the anti-symmetric tensor, respectively and they are defined as

Fu=0,A, —0,A,,
1
Ouy = 9 (’7#71/ - '71/7#)'

~s5 is defined as
V5 = 10717273

The Hamiltonian of eq.(2.14) can be obtained by integrating the Hamiltonian density over
all space, and in the nonrelativistic limit, the particle Hamiltonian becomes

HTP ~ —dfO' - FE. (215)

The measurements of the neutron EDM have been carried out extensively, and we will see
in near future whether the neutron EDM is finite or not. It may be worth quoting the recent
experimental measurement on the neutron EHM64]

dp~ (1.945.4) x 1076 ¢ - cm.

2.4 Parity Transformation
The space reflection operation is calfeatity transformation?, and it is defined as
PyP'=—xp, PtP'=t¢ (2.16a)
Py Pl = —y, PyP ! =1 (2.16b)
In this casey) should also transform intg’ as
V' (zh,t) = Pop(ap, ) = ot (g, t). (2.16¢)

The strong and electromagnetic interactions are invariant under the parity transforma-
tion. For example, the fermion Lagrangian density with the electromagnetic interaction of
eq.(1.20)

_ 1 ,
L= @b(la;ﬁu - gAu’VN - mW - Z F,uuF'u
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can be seen under the parity transformation as follows.
PP 1idgyo Py = pidoroty, P Vidkye Py = Pidky,
bP M Agyo Py = Ao, YPT APy = DA,
where the following relations are employed
PAP~ = Ay, PAP'=—A4. (2.17)

Therefore, one sees that the fermion Lagrangian density with the electromagnetic interac-
tion is invariant under the parity transformation.

Interaction with Parity Violation
For parity violating interactions, one takes for example
Ly = g byurs A" (2.18)
Under the parity transformation, one finds
PP s PY = iy

which shows that the Lagrangian density&fis odd under the parity transformation.

2.5 Charge Conjugation

The Lagrangian density for electrons interacting with the gauge field is invariant under
the charge conjugation operation. The charge conjugate operation starts from the Maxwell
equation which is invariant under the sign change of the vector potential.

2.5.1 Charge Conjugation in Maxwell Equation

The Maxwell equation is invariant under the sign change of the vector potential
Charge Conjugatioa=- AL = —A*. (2.19a)

This is clear since the Lagrangian density of the gauge field is written as

L= f% (00, — D, A,) (D" A — 9 AP)

which is obviously invariant under the operation of eq.(2.19a)

L.= —i (OpAcy — Oy Ac,)(OMAL —OVAM) = L.
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When the gauge field interacts with the fermion current, then the Lagrangian density be-
comes

L= giu A = § (0,4, ~ 0,4,)(0°4 0 A").

This Lagrangian density should be invariant under the charge conjugation operation and
thereforegj,, should change its sign

Charge Conjugatior=> (gj.)c = —gju- (2.190)

This is a constraint on the Dirac field and it is indeed realized in the Dirac equation.

2.5.2 Charge Conjugation in Dirac Field

The invariance of the charge conjugation on the Dirac field starts from the Dirac equation
with the electromagnetic interaction

i(0uy")ig; — g(Auy")ij; — map; = 0. (2.20)

Now, one can make the complex conjugate of the above equation and mutifpym the
left. This can be rewritten with the transposed representation of the gamma nfatrix

—i(0"y))ijhs — g(AFL)ijiby — maps = 0. (2.21)
Now, thee is transformed as
Y= Cyyr =0y, (2.22)

whereC is a 4x4 matrix, and)© denotes the state with charge conjugation and corresponds
to an anti-particle state. Further, the operd&tds assumed to satisfy the following equation

Y= —C(y) O (2.23)
In this case, one obtains
{015 (¥9); + g(Aur")ij (V°); — m(¥©), = 0. (2.24)

This equation is just the same as eq.(2.20) if the signiefreversed, and indeed, the sign
change of; is the requirement of the charge conjugation of eq.(2.19b). The op&rdtat
satisfies eq.(2.23) is found to be

C= i’yg’}/o (2.25)

which is the charge conjugation operator in the Dirac field.
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2.5.3 Charge Conjugation in Quantum Chromodynamics

The Lagrangian density of QCD
7 s . aa 1 a v,a
L= [i(0" +igs AT )y, —mo | — 1 G, G"

with
GHE — it AV@ _ GY APa _ gsCabcAu,bAu,c

is invariant under the charge conjugation operation
APt =AM (gs)e = —gs.
This can be easily seen since
(GH*)e = DFAL® = AL — (g:) O AL ALS = —Gve.

In addition, the Dirac field part of the Lagrangian density is invariant in the same way as
the QED case, and therefore one sees that the Lagrangian density of QCD is invariant under
the charge conjugation operation

_ 1
Lo= e (0" +i(g2)c AL T") 3 = mo e = 7 (G )e( G = L.

2.6 Translational Invariance

When one transforms the coordinatg into =, + a5 with a; a constant, then the wave
functionvy(x) becomes

Y(xg) — Y(xk + ag). (2.26)

This translation operatioﬁﬁak can be written for a very smadl as

- 0
Ro,¥(zr) = (g + ag) = (1 + ay, 6xk> Y(zg). (2.27)
For the finitea;, one can write
. aj 0 " ;
Y(zp +ag) = lim <1 +—= ) Y(zk) = PR (). (2.28)
n—o0 n Oxy

Therefore, one finds the translation operatignin three dimensions as

A~

Rg = ek = ¢'P@, (2.29)
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2.6.1 Energy Momentum Tensor

If the Lagrangian density is invariant under the translation, then there is a conserved quantity
associated with this symmetry, which is calktergy momentum tensas will be defined
below. Under the infinitesimal translation @f, the field« transforms as
Y=Y+ 0y, 0= (dpt)a”
O’ = 0up + 6(0u),  8(0uh) = (0u0utp)a” + (01)(Opa”).

Since the Lagrangian density is invariant under the infinitesimal translati@f, ohe has

J— / / aﬁ
oL , aL 85 vy _ a

By making use of the foIIowmg equation
oL oL oL
0 oyha ) ( V¢> a’ + ———— 0, (9,a"
(a0 9(0,0) 9@,0) )

and using the fact that the total divergence does not contribute to the action, one can obtain
the following equation

5L = [gi (@) + 8(625«#) (0,0,0) — 0, <a<gf¢) M)] o (2.300)
In addition, the following identity can be employed
6 8£
and one finds
0L =0, {Eg‘“’ _ oL 8”1/1] a, = 0. (2.31)
A(9uy)

The same thing should hold as well for the fietd which is an independent functional
variable in the Lagrangian density, and therefore eq.(2.31) should be modified

oL oL

6L =09, |Lg™ — OV — avw} a, = 0. 2.31/
|5 - s s (2:31)

This means that, if one defines the energy momentum tefié6as

oL oL
o= OV + vyt — Lgt 2.32
50,0 " " 0,0m) (232
then7#" is a conserved quantity, that is

0, T" = 0. (2.33)

The reason whyZ * is calledenergy momentum tensisr becauseZ?” is related to the
Hamiltonian and momentum densities.
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2.6.2 Hamiltonian Density from Energy Momentum Tensor

Since the energy momentum tengdt is a conserved quantity, one can define the Hamil-
tonian density by 7%

oL . oL - . .
H=T0= "2 ool = L= Ty + Tyl — £, (2.34)

T
where the conjugate field$,, andIl,; are introduced as

oL oL

H _ == .

The HamiltonianH can be obtained by integrating the Hamiltonian density over all space

H—/Hd3r

and it corresponds to the total energy of the figld

2.7 Global Gauge Symmetry
If one transforms the fieldh into ¢’ as
Y =€) (a is areal constait (2.35)

then it is calledylobal gauge transformatiom which o does not depend on the coordinate
x. This is a simple phase transformation which is also found in quantum mechanics since
physical observables do not depend on the value. of

Now, we discuss the invariance of the global gauge symmetry in the Lagrangian density.
As examples, we consider the Lagrangian density of QED and the Thirring model

_ 1
L= w(i(?“’y“ —gAN — m)w ~1 F, F", (2.36a)

- - 1 . . . -
L= im0 — mpp — 5 9" ju, with i = 9. (2.36b)

Obviously, the Lagrangian densities of eqs.(2.36) are invariant under the global gauge trans-
formation

oL = L, 0 ", 0 — L(, 0,0, 9T, BT) = 0,
In this case, the Noether current associated with the global gauge symmetry is conserved as
discussed in Appendix A.11
oL - oL
00u) " 0(0ut)

5L = iad), Yl =0 (2.37a)
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which leads to the conservation of the vector current

oc_, o
00u) ~ 0(0uyt)

For the Lagrangian densities of egs.(2.36), the vector cujjeinteq.(2.37b) just becomes

duj" =0 with j# = —i ot . (2.37b)

ju = 15%##-

In any field theory models, the conservation of the vector current is known to hold at any
level of quantization or regularization, and therefore the ch@rgsesociated with the vector
current is always conserved.

2.8 Chiral Symmetry

In egs.(2.36), if the fermion is massless & 0), then there is another symmetry which is
calledchiral symmetryIf one transforms the fielg into ¢/’ as

Y = ey (o is areal constait (2.38)

then one finds that the Lagrangian densities of the massless QED and the massless Thirring
model are invariant under the chiral transformation. This is clear sincg #eti-commutes
with ~,,

{57} =0

and therefore one obtains far=0,1,2, 3
eI AR = Al (2.39)
Thus, one sees that thie/“+) transforms by the chiral symmetry as
&/,Yuq// — wTe—ia’%,yO,yueia’st — &Wuw'

Since the Lagrangian density is invariant under the chiral transformation, the axial vector
current

3E = Pyt
is conserved, that is,
Oujt = 0.

2.8.1 Expression of Chiral Transformation in Two Dimensions

The chiral transformation of eq.(2.38) can be explicitly written in two dimensions for the
field 4.
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Chiral Representation

In the chiral representation of thematrix, they; ande’®”> become

(1 0 iy (€% 0
75_<0 —1)’ ¢ _<0 emio )

P (Ve 2 gios (wa> _ <€iwa> 2.40
o = () = () = (D). (2.40
In the Dirac representation of thematrix, thevys ande®s become

(0 1 jays _ [ COSQ isina
V5= <1 O> € - \isina cosa /)’
Therefore, one has

i (V' _ iays (Va) _ (VYacosa+ipsina
v <wlb> = <¢b> B (% cos av + i1)q sina> ' (2.41)

Therefore, one has

Dirac Representation

2.8.2 Mass Term

The mass term B
m
is not invariant under the chiral transformation
my = mape® P % mapy.

Therefore, if the system has a finite fermion mass, then the chiral symmetry is not preserved.
In this respect, when one takes the massless limit

m — 0

then the massless system may not necessarily be connected to the massive one if the chiral
symmetry plays an important role for the determination of the vacuum. In fact, the mass-
less limit is the singular point in the Thirring model, and the vacuum structures between
the massive and massless Thirring models are completely different from each other. This is
reasonable since the massless Thirring model has a vacuum which breaks the chiral symme-
try while the massive Thirring model does not possesses the chiral symmetry and therefore
its vacuum cannot be connected to the symmetry broken state. In addition, the massless
Thirring model has no scaleful parameters, and thus physical observables should be mea-
sured in terms of the cutoff, while, in the massive Thirring model, they are described by

the massn which cannot be set to zero after the system is solved.
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Transformation of Mass Term in Two Dimensions

The mass term in two dimensions in the chiral representation transforms explicitly by the
chiral transformation as

mpry! = m (5 + Wi, ) = m (2Ol + Mol ) # miy

which shows again that the mass term is not invariant under the chiral transformation.

2.8.3 Chiral Anomaly

The conservation of the axial vector current is violated if there is a chiral anomaly. The
chiral anomaly is closely related to the conflict between the local gauge invariance and the
axial vector current conservation when the vacuum is regularized consistently with the local
gauge invariance.

Four Dimensional QED

In four dimensional QED, the axial vector current is not conserved due to the anomaly and
the conservation of the axial vector current is modified as

2
. 9
6M]g 1671'2 6pa'uprUpr7 (2.42)

wheree”?#” denotes the anti-symmetric symbol in four dimensiafig, denotes the elec-
tromagnetic field strength as given in eq.(1.44).

Two Dimensional QED
The same anomaly equation is found in the two dimensional QED and is written

Bl = % e PV, (2.43)
wheree,,,, denotes the anti-symmetric symbol in two dimensions. The explicit derivation of
the anomaly equation eq.(2.43) will be treated in detail in the context of the two dimensional

QED in Chapter 5.

Two Dimensional QCD

There is no chiral anomaly in the two dimensional QCD. This can be easily understood
when one writes a possible anomaly equation in QCD

gt = % e GH.

However, the right hand side has the color index while the left hand side is a color singlet
object, and there is no way to construct a color singlet object in the right hand side.
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Four Dimensional QCD

Contrary to the two dimensional QCD, there is an anomaly in four dimensional QCD. The
axial vector current conservation is modified as

2

g v
593 7 GGl (2.44)

aujg =

whereG?, is the chromomagnetic field strength as given in eq.(1.46).

2.8.4 Chiral Symmetry Breaking in Massless Thirring Model

The massless Thirring model has no local gauge invariance, and therefore there is no
anomaly. Thus, the axial vector current is always conserved. Therefore, the axial charge is
also a conserved quantity.

In the quantum field theory of the massless Thirring model, one quantizes the fermion
fields and therefore the Hamiltonian becomes an operator. Thus, the eigenvalue equation
for the Hamiltonian should be solved, and the lowest state is the vacuum where all the
negative energy states are occupied by the negative energy particles. The construction of
the vacuum state is very difficult since one has to solve infinite many body problems in the
negative energy particles. Apart from the exactness of the vacuum state, one can discuss
some properties of the vacuum state. One example is the symmetry of the Lagrangian
density, and the vacuum can break the symmetry possessed in the Lagrangian density. When
the symmetry broken vacuum is realized because it is the lowest energy, then it is called
spontaneous symmetry breakipigenomenon if the current associated with the symmetry
is conserved. We will discuss physics of the symmetry breaking in the vacuum state in
detail in chapters 4 and 7.

2.9 SU(3) Symmetry

In guantum mechanics, if the particle Hamiltonifhis invariant under the unitary trans-
formation of SU(3) group,

UHU '=H

then the eigenvalues of the particle HamiltoniBlhare specified by the eigenvalues of
SU(3) group. The same transformation can be applied to the field theory models. Sup-
posey should have degenerate states, and one transfornas

W = Uy.

If the Lagrangian density is invariant under tB&(3) transformation, then the Hamilto-
nian constructed from this Lagrangian density is specified by the eigenvaluessiftiie
group. In particular, hadron masses predicted by the Hamiltonian should be specified by the
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eigenvalues of th&U (3) group. In the description of light baryons, one can assumeaihat
d ands quarks belong to the same multiplet. In this case, one can wide

Y(x) = | Yalz) | - (2.45)
Vs(z)

By the unitary transformation & x 3 matrix U, 1 transforms)’ = U1 or explicitly

P () Yu () uir wie wz\  [hu(e)
(Wd(l")) =U (wd(x)) = (u21 u22 u23> (1/}(1(33)) : (2.46)
Y () ¥s(z) ugr uzz usz) \¥s(z)

If the HamiltonianH is invariant under the unitary transformation, then the hadron mass
M can be described in terms of some funct@®fu) as

M = G([A p), (2.47)

where[\, ] denotes the quantum number of the symmetric group which specifies the rep-
resentation of th&U (3) group.

2.9.1 Dimension of Representatiof\, y]

The dimensiorD), , of the state represented by, ;] becomes

D[Aaﬂ] = %(/\+1)(M+1)()\+M+2). (2.48)

In fact, [1, 0] or [0, 1] are three dimensional representation which should just correspond to
1 or its anti-particle state. In this way, one sees thafth&| representation should have 8
states which are in fact found in nature as octet baryons

p, n, A, ©F, 0 =% (2.49)

Indeed, their masses are found at around 1 GeV/c

This success of the flava#U (3) is due to the fact that the interaction Hamiltonian
is invariant under thesU (3) transformation. Therefore, the flavsiU(3) invariance of
the Hamiltonian is broken by the mass term of the quarks. In particular, the mass of
quark is assumed to be much larger than the masses ahd d- quarks by one order
of magnitude. However, the quark mass is still smaller than the hadron mass at least by
an order of magnitude, and this is probably the main reason why the #dv@3) works
well. It is interesting to realize that, the fact that hadron masses are much larger than
those of quarks indicates that the basic ingredients of generating hadron mass must come
from the kinetic energy of quarks inside hadron which should give always positive energy
contributions to the mass of hadron. Since the confinement of quarks must be due to the
non-abelian character of the gauge fields, it should be most important to understand the
properties of the non-abelian gauge field theory.
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2.9.2 Useful Reduction Formula

Here, we summarize some examples of useful reduction formula o$th@) product
representations. First, we show the representation in terms of the dimension of the repre-
sentation.

[1,00=3, [0,1] =3 [0,0]=1, [1,1]=S8, (2.50a)
2,0 =6, [3,0]=10, [0,2] =6 [0,3]=10" (2.50b)

The following reduction formula may be useful
323=3"96, 33" =108, 306=8a10. (2.51)

For example, we can find the following results
333=(3"96)3=10838 10, (2.52)

8®8=15G8d8010¢ 10* & 27. (2.53)






Chapter 3

Quantization of Fields

In Chapter 1, we saw that the Lagrange equations for the fermion fields reproduce the Dirac
equation which is the relativistic quantum mechanical equation of spin 1/2 fermions. In the
Dirac equation, the field) would never disappear since the classical fields should always
be present since they are c-number functions. The energy spectrum of the hydrogen atom
can be described quite well by the Dirac equation.

However, if the hydrogen atom is in the excited state, then it naturally decays into the
ground state at the final stage. During the process of transitions, the hydrogen atom emits
photons. For example, when the hydrogen atom is ir2thestate, then it decays into the
ground state of s; -state by emitting a photon. In this cas2e, the photon is created during the
transition. There%ore, one has to invent some scheme which takes into account the creation
or annihilation of electromagnetic fields, and indeed the gauge fields should be quantized
in terms of the commutation relations for the creation and annihilation operators.

The Dirac field should be always quantized because of the Pauli principle. The exper-
imental observations in atoms show that one quantum state can be occupied only by one
electron (Pauli principle). In order to accomodate the Pauli principle, one has to quantize
the Dirac field in terms of anti-commutation relations for the creation and annihilation oper-
ators. The quantization of Dirac field with anti-commutation relations is also required from
the presence of the negative energy states as the physical observables, and the negative en-
ergy states can be well fit into the theoretical framework in terms of the Pauli principle.
The field quantization is also consistent with the observation that the pair of electron and
positron can be created from virtual photons in the scattering process if some physical con-
ditions are satisfied. In this sense, the field quantization should be made in terms of the
creation and annihilation operators of fermion fields, and therefore, the field becomes an
operator, and consequently the Hamiltonian becomes an operator.

H — H (operator after field quantizatipn

In this case, one should solve an eigenvalue equation for the Hamiltonian with a corre-
sponding eigenstat@)
H|w) = E|b), (3.1)

41
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whereE denotes the energy eigenvalue. The siéteis calledFock stateand in quantum

field theory, the problem is now how one can solve the eigenvalue equation and determine
the energy and eigenstate of the Hamiltonian. In general, it is extremely difficult to solve
the eigenvalue equation in quantum field theory. The basic difficulty of the quantized field
theory comes mainly from the fact that one has to construct the vacuum Qjatehich

is composed of infinite numbers of negative energy particles interacting with each other.
In addition,|¥) should be constructed on this vacuum state by creating particles and anti-
particles, and it should satisfy eq.(3.1).

In this chapter, we first treat the quantization of free fermion fields. In most of the
field theory models with interactions, the field quantization is done for free fields since one
cannot directly quantize the interacting fields. Then, we discuss the quantization of the
Thirring model since it can be solved exactly in terms of the Bethe ansatz method. Since
the Thirring model gives a non-trivial field theory model, we can learn a lot from this field
theory model. We also present the quantization of gauge fields so that we can calculate
some scattering processes between electrons in the later chapter.

3.1 Quantization of Free Fermion Field

Classical fermion fields with the Dirac equation can describe the spectrum of the hydrogen
atom quite well. However, the representation of the classical field has a limitation since
experimental observations indicate that fermion and anti-fermion pairs can be created from
the vacuum if the conditions of pair creations are satisfied. This means that the fermion
fields cannot be taken as a c-number field. Instead, one should consider the fermion field as
an operator. If the field becomes operator, then the value of the field should vary, depending
on the state (Fock state) which should be prepared in accordance with the process one
wishes to calculate in the perturbation theory.

3.1.1 Creation and Annihilation Operators

We start from the quantization of free Dirac fields. The Lagrangian density of free Dirac
field is written as

L= (i —m)e = i + 9] [inoy - 7 —mol;; 0.
In this case, the Hamiltonian can be obtained as given in eq.(1.19)
H:/Hd%:/zp[—w.Ver]wd%. (1.19)
Now, we write the free Dirac field as

1 S S ) r—1 S S 3 . )
Y(r,t) = Z \/? <a£,,)u$,,)e“’" r—ibnt 4 bg,,)v,(,,)elp“ ’"'HE"t) , (3.2)
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Whereugf) ande) denote the spinor part of the plane wave solutions as given in Chapter

1, and can be written as
() JEntm (5o
Up, = Toh < p v | (3.3a)

E,+m
g Pn
E -7
o) =22 (TR ) (3.3)
28, .

27
pn:fny E, = \/p%“"'n2

and s denotes the spin index with = i%. Inserting this field into eq.(1.19), one can
express the Hamiltonian as

where

H=> E, (aTS)an) — b*,(f)bgf)) + some constants

The Hamiltonian is a conserved quantity, and therefore we can quantize it. Here, the basic
method to quantize the fields is to require that the annihilation and creation openfé}ors

and aTS,/) for positive energy states arbéf) and bT,f,,) for negative energy states become

operators which satisfy the anti-commutation relations.
Anti-commutation Relations

The creation and annihilation operators for positive and negative energy states should satisfy
the following anti-commutation relations,

{as‘f); GTS’/)} = 68,8/571,,1'1/7 {bg‘f), bTS’/)} = 55,5’571,,71/- (3'4)
All the other cases of the anti-commutations vanish, for examples,

{ald.al0Y =0, (050} =0, a5} =0, (3.5)

n' n
This corresponds to the field quantization, and the quantization in terms of creation and
annihilation operators should be the fundamental quantization procedure.
3.1.2 Equal Time Quantization of Field

The quantization of fields can also be written in terms of equal time anti-commutation
relations for fields as,

{wi(’l“, t), 7Tj(’l“,, t)} = 152](5(’)“ — ’l“,), (3.6)
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where the conjugate field; is given by the Lagrangian density as
ok _ i)
i

Therefore, the quantization condition of eq.(3.6) becomes

m =

{wi(r, 1), 0l (r" 1)} = 6;50(r — 7). (3.7)

It is important to note that the field quantization must be done always with equal time.
Further, one may consider the quantization conditions of fields in terms of egs.(3.4) and
(3.5) as being more fundamental than eq.(3.6), and eq.(3.6) should be taken as the field
guantization method which can be derived from egs.(3.4) and (3.5) together with eq.(3.2).

3.1.3 Quantized Hamiltonian of Free Dirac Field

Now one finds the quantized Hamiltonian which is given as

= ZE ( 1)) _ pt eyl ))+C (3.8)

where () is a constant and normally it is discarded since it does not affect on physical
observables. This Hamiltonia is written in terms of the creation and annihilation oper-
ators.

It may be worthwhile noting that the Hamiltonian is obtained by integrating the Hamil-
tonian density over all space, and therefore it does not depend on space and also it is a
conserved quantity. Instead it is not a c-number but the operator. Therefore, one should find
Fock states which must be the eigenstates of the Hamiltonian. For free Dirac fields, one can
easily find the eigenstates of the Hamiltonian, and indeed the vacuum state is constructed
by filling out all the negative energy states by the negative energy particles as will be treated
below.

Anti-particle Representation

The representation (bﬁf) corresponds to the negative energy state. The anti-particle repre-
sentation can be obtained by defining a new opeﬂaﬁféras

bS) — bT(S) .

In this case, the operatbff) describes the annihilation of an anti-particle. In this represen-
tation, the Hamiltonian of free Dirac field becomes

= ZE ( 194 4 ptepe )+ (3.9)
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Perturbative Vacuum

This expression is employed in most of the field theory textbooks, and it is suitable for
describing the processes of fermion creation and annihilation. However, one cannot treat
the interacting vacuum state since it is assumed that the vacuum is a simple one which
satisfies

a{’10) =0, b0y =0

which defines the vacuum stdt® in the perturbative sense. The construction of the vac-
uum state in interacting systems is quite difficult and mostly impossible in four dimensional
field theory models.

3.1.4 Vacuum of Free Field Theory

When there is no interaction, one can easily construct the exact vacuum state. In this case,
one considers the maximum number of freedom td\heand the particles are put into the
box with its lengthL.. The momenta and energies of the negative energy particles can be

written as 5
v
pn:fn7 E,=—vm?+p2, (3.10)

wheren,, are integers and run
np=0,4+1,42,...,+N.

Further, one defines the cut-off momentinby

2
A= — 11
< (3.11)

and one letsV and L as large as required, keepindinite. If the model field theory has no
scaleful parameter with massless fermions, then physical observables must be measured by
the A. But they should not depend on eith€rnor L.

Fock Space Vacuum

The Fock space vacuum can be written as

0y = TJ6'S10)). with En = —v/m? + p2, (3.12)

ng

where|0)) denotes a null vacuum state which is defined as
b10)) =0, al|0)) =o0. (3.13)

This exact vacuum state of the free Dirac field is capedturbative vacuum statgnce it
is often employed for the quantum field theory with interactions.
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It should be noted that the construction of the exact vacuum state is most important
since from this vacuum one can create any physical states by applying creation operators.
However, it is, at the same time, clear that the exact vacuum state cannot be normally
obtained in the field theory models in four dimensions. There are two fermion field theory
models which can be solved exactly. That is, the Schwinger model and Thirring model can
be solved exactly, but they are two dimensional field theory models and will be treated in
the later chapter.

3.2 Quantization of Thirring Model

Now, we present the quantized Hamiltonian of the Thirring model as an example. In the
chiral representation of thematrices, the Hamiltonian of the Thirring model becomes

. 0 0
- / i [—z’ (wgax da—tf wb) o (bl da)+ 200l el | . (3.14)

Now, the fermion fields are quantized in one space dimension with a box length of

- () HE@)m e

where

2
pn:%n, with n=0,+1,... .

The creation and annihilation operators satisfy the following anti-commutation relations

{anva;fn} = {bnabjn} = 5nm7 {anvam} = {bna bm} = {anabm} =0. (3-16)

Quantized Hamiltonian in Chiral Representation

In this case, the quantized Hamiltonian can be written

=Y { . (a;rlan — bILbn> +mo <a;bn + bLan) + %gja(pn)ib(pn) ;o (3.17)

where the currents, (p,,) andj,(p,) in the momentum representation are given by

Ja(pn) = Z ajarin, (3.18a)
l

b(pn) = blbin. (3.18b)
l
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3.2.1 Vacuum of Thirring Model

In general, it is very difficult to construct the vacuum state for interacting field theory mod-
els. One has to solve the eigenvalue equation of the Hamiltonian with the infinite number
of the negative energy particles, and normally it is impossible.

Fortunately, however, the massless Thirring model can be solved exactly by the Bethe
ansatz technique . Furthermore, the solution of the vacuum state is given analytically. Since
detailed discussions will be given in Chapter 7, we give only the vacuum state which is
constructed by operating creation operators.

Exact Vacuum

The exact vacuum state of the massless Thirring m@tletan be written as
Q) = HaLbeTJT_|O>>7 (3.19)
KOk

where|0)) denotes the null vacuum state with
age|0)) =0, ber|0)) = 0. (3.20)

The momentd:! and k% should satisfy the periodic boundary condition (PBC) equations

which are solved analytically and the momehfdor left mover andk; for right mover are
given as

2N
k] = 20 tan! (g) for ny =0, (3.21a)
L 2
2mn; 2N _
K==+ L tan ™! (%) for n; =1,2,..., N, (3.21b)
2mn;  2(Ng+1
k:f = 7;”1 — ( 0L+ ) tan ! (g) for n; = —1,-2,..., —Np. (3.21¢)

In this case, the vacuum energy becomes

2(Ng +1
Eime = A {No +1+ Mtan*1 (g)} ,
7r

whereA denotes the cutoff momentum.

Cut-off momentum A

Here,g, L and Ny denote the coupling constant, the box length and the particle number in

the negative energy state, respectively. The cutrdff defined as

27TNO
L

Since there is no mass scale in the massless Thirring model, all the observables must be
measured in terms of th&. The numberVy and the box lengtli can be set to any large
number as required, and any physical observables should not depend on NgittoerL.

A=
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3.3 Quantization of Gauge Fields in QED

In this section, we present the quantization of the gauge fi¢|din QED. This can be
found in any textbooks, and therefore we discuss it briefly so that we can calculate some of
the scatterings-matrix in QED processes.

Here, we employ the quantization procedure with the Coulomb gauge fixing condition.
The Hamiltonian of the electromagnetic fields is written as

. 1 0AN\?  [0A, 0A, A, DA,
Hem =3 H2 —\ 53 - g
2 / [ k <8xk> + <8$] a.’I}j 6xj 81‘k

wherell is a conjugate field tel;, and is given as

d3r, (3.22)

0, = —Ag.

It should be noted that there is no term corresponding tadthsince there is no kinetic
energy term arising from thg, term. In this sense, thd, is not a dynamical variable any
more.

Coulomb Gauge Fixing

Therefore, one should quantize the gauge fiéldHowever, one should be careful for the
number of the degree of freedom of the gauge fields since there is a gauge fixing condition.
For example, if one takes the Coulomb gauge.

V-A=0 (3.23)

then, the gauge field should have two degrees of freedom. In this case, the gaugedfield
can be expanded in terms of the free field solutions

2
1 . _
Ax) = g E e(k,\) [ch,\e_““ + CL’AQZ’W , (3.24)
k

where
w = |k|.
The polarization vectog(k, \) should satisfy the following relations

€(k,\) k=0, ek, ) e(k,\) =y (3.25)

since the gauge field should satisfy eq.(3.23).
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Commutation Relations

Since the gauge fields are bosons, the quantization procedure must be done in the commu-
tation relations, instead of anti-commutation relations. Therefore, the quantization can be
done by requiring thaty, », cL ,, Should satisfy the following commutation relations

ek, CL/,N] = Okl O7 N (3.26)

and all other commutation relations vanish.
In this case, the HamiltoniaH,,, of the electromagnetic fields is written in terms of
the creation and annihilation operators as

2
) 1
Ao =Y wi (Jmcm + 2) . (3.27)

kE A=1

From eq.(3.27), one sees that there are two degrees of freedom for the quantized gauge
fields. Since the gauge field has always a gauge freedom, it may be the best to quantize
the gauge fieldd in terms of the creation and annihilation operatays,, cJ,fM after the

gauge fixing is done.

Zero Point Energy

Eq.(3.27) contains a zero point energy. That is, the vacuum state where there is no electro-
magnetic field present has an infinite energy

Evac—Qx;%:wk—Z\k|—>oo.

However, there is nothing serious since the vacuum state cannot be observed. Therefore,
one should measure the energy of excited states from the vacuum, and thus

9 2
ABom =Y ) wr (cL,A%A + ;) — Broe = D ) WkCh \CkA

k =1 kE =1

must be physical observables.

3.4 Quantization of Schibdinger Field

As we discussed in the first chapter, the non-relativistic fields do not have to be quantized

since there are no creation and annihilation of particles in the non-relativistic kinematics.
Nevertheless, one can quantize the 8diger field and work out physical observables

in the second quantized representation. Itis, of course, the same as the classical field theory

calculation, but sometime the second quantized representation is easier than the classical

field version.
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3.4.1 Creation and Annihilation Operators

We consider the Lagrangian density of eq.(1.2)

1
2m

£:i¢*%—f— vyl - vy — iUy,

In this case, the Scdinger fieldy (r, t) can be expanded in terms of the free field solutions

Ulrt) = 2o S ae i, (3.28)
k

whereay, andaL are required to satisfy the following anti-commutation relations

{ag,al} = Oppr, {ag,an} = {al,al,} =0. (3.29)

Since one assumes that the Sihinger field corresponds to fermions, one can carry out the
field quantization in the anti-commutation relations.

3.4.2 Fermi Gas Model

From eq.(3.28), one sees that there is no anti-particle present in this model. This is clear
since one starts from the vacuum which has no patrticle at all. On the other hand, if one starts
from the Fermi surface and identifies the vacuum state in which all the states are occupied
up to the Fermi energyy, then one can discuss the particle-hole states which have some
similarity with the Dirac hole state. In fact, the formulation is just the same as the Dirac
vacuum, but there is of course no anti-particle. The hole state is just a hole in the Fermi sea.

Fermi Momentum

In this picture, particles corresponding to the Scdlinger fields are assumed to obey the
Pauli principle. In this respect, the Séklinger field is considered as the fermion field
which should satisfy the anti-commutation relations as shown in eq.(3.29). Therefore, in
the Fermi gas model, particle states are occupied up to the Fermi momegafamnd when

the system has the number of partidle then one finds

L3 3 L3
N: = - d k: 7]{; . .30

Z (27)3 / 6n2 ' F (3-30)
|k|<kp

Nz, Ny ,Nz

In this case, the Fermi energy is written as

1 2

whereM denotes the mass of the Sotimger particle. Eq.(3.30) indicates that the density
p of the system becomes

N 1
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Spin and Isospin

If the particle is a nucleon, it has spirand isospirt. In this case, eq.(3.32) becomes

where
1
s=t 5 (3.34)

3.5 Quantized Hamiltonian of QED and Eigenstates

The Hamiltonian of fermions with electromagnetic fields is given in eq.(1.33)

H:/{@Z)(—i'y-v—l—m)dJ—gj-A}d?’r

2 .
g JO( ) () 3 3! 4 1/ 2 2\ 33
— 7d d’r E B)d
+87r [ — 7| 2 (B + B%) d°r

Now, the fermion field) and the gauge fieldl are quantized as

Z \ﬁ (an ugl)elp" T4+ b( ) (S)eip"'r> , (3.35)

[\

(k, A) e et + cLAeik"’} . (3.36)

3.5.1 Quantized Hamiltonian

In this case, the quantized Hamiltonian of eq.(1.33) can be written as

2
=3 () <0 4 S (s )

kE =1

—g / Dr)yd(r) - Alr)dr+ 2 / PV @0 g, g3, (357)

| — 7|

The interaction terms are so complicated that we do not write them here in terms of the
creation-annihilation operators in an explicit fashion. However, one notices that the inter-
action terms should induce particle-anti-particle creations or destructions.
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3.5.2 Eigenvalue Equation

Now, one should solve eq.(3.1) with the above Hamiltonian eq.(3.37)
H|V) = E|T), (3.38)

where|¥) may be written even for simple bosonic excitation cases

‘\I’>: Z f((p1751)7"‘7(pn58n)7(qlatl)a”'u(qnutn))
(PLSI) 7777 (p7l1571)1(q11t1) 7777 ((Inytn)
xaly! - alyr b)), (3.39)

wheref is the wave function which should be determined so as to satisfy eq.(3.1). The en-
ergy eigenvalug? in eq.(3.38) may be calculated by the diagonalization procedure where
the space is spanned in terms Of(p1, s1),..., (Pn,5n), (@1,t1),--.,(qn), tn)). Fora
practical evaluation, one has to truncate the space significantly so as to carry out any nu-
merical calculations. Numerical calculations in two dimensional QED with finite fermion
mass will be discussed in Chapter 5.

3.5.3 Vacuum Statg(?)

|2) denotes the vacuum state which should satisfy the eigenvalue equation of eq.(3.1)
H|Q) = Eal®),

whereE, denotes the vacuum energy, dfj is full of negative energy particles

) =TT o)),

where|0)) denotes the null vacuum which satisfies
b 0)) =0, ap’(0)) = 0.

One sees clearly that it is practically impossible to solve the eigenvalue equation of the
Hamiltonian in eq.(3.1).



Chapter 4

Goldstone Theorem and
Spontaneous Symmetry Breaking

The continuous symmetry of the Lagrangian density leads to the conservation of currents
and therefore the system should have a conserved charge associated with the symmetry. The
best example must be a global gauge symmetry in which the Lagrangian density is invariant
under the transformation of the Dirac fieldas

Y= =L =L,
wherea is a real constant. In this case, the vector current
ju = &P)’uw

is conserved. That is,
Oug" = 0. (4.1)

In fermion field theory models, the global gauge symmetry is not broken at any level even
though the vacuum state can, in principle, break its symmetry. In particular, the gauge
invariance of the local gauge field theory should hold rigorously since the violation of the
local gauge invariance should lead to the breakdown of defining physical observables.

On the other hand, the chiral symmetry behaves quite differently from the global gauge
symmetry. When the Lagrangian density is invariant under the chiral symmetry transfor-
mation

W = = L' = L
the axial vector current
Gt = Py st
is also conserved, that is,
Oy = 0. (4.2)

53
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However, the chiral symmetry is broken not only because of the chiral anomaly but also in
terms of the spontaneous symmetry breaking mechanism. In the former case, the conser-
vation of the axial vector current is violated by the anomaly term while, in the spontaneous
chiral symmetry breaking, the vacuum loses its symmetry since the vacuum state prefers
the lowest energy state which does not have to keep its symmetry. The discussion of the
anomaly term is given in Chapter 5 in the context of the Schwinger model where the basic
mechanism of the chiral anomaly and the violation of the axial vector current are described
in a transparent fashion.

In this chapter, we discuss the symmetry breaking phenomena in fermion field theory
models. In particular, we clarify what is physics of the spontaneous symmetry breaking
and the Goldstone theorem [60, 61]. Normally, the mathematics in the theorem can be un-
derstood in a straightforward way, but its physics in connection with the theorem is always
difficult since one has to examine all the possible conditions in nature when the symmetry
is broken spontaneously.

First, we explain the general feature of the symmetry and its preservation in quantum
many body theory, before going to the discussion of the Goldstone theorem. Then, we
explain the Goldstone theorem and the problem related to the proof of existence of the
Goldstone boson. Also, we present a new interpretation of the Goldstone theorem. In
particular, we give a good example of the chiral symmetry breaking in the Thirring model
together with the exact solution of the vacuum state.

Further, we comment on the symmetry breaking of boson field theory models together
with the Higgs mechanism. However, this part is presented with reservation since there are
still some problems which are not yet clarified completely in this textbook. The difficulty of
the symmetry breaking physics in boson field theory is partly because the scalar boson field
itself has some serious problems as will be discussed in Appendix C and partly because
there is no model which can present exact solutions of the boson field theory models.

4.1 Symmetry and Its Breaking in Vacuum

Various symmetries of Hamiltonian play an important role for determining the energy
eigenvalues, and in quantum mechanics, one often sees that the lowest state (ground state)
preserves the symmetry of the Hamiltonian. In fact, those states which break the symmetry
are, in general, higher than the symmetry preserving state for the same quantum numbers or
configurations of the wave function. This can be naturally realized in quantum many body
theory as our experiences tell us.

However, the physics of the symmetry breaking in quantum field theory is quite dif-
ferent, and phenomena which seem to be in an apparent contradiction with the picture of
guantum many body theory can indeed occur. This is caleshtaneous symmetry break-
ing and it has been discussed extensively in many field theory textbooks. In the spontaneous
symmetry breaking, the vacuum state of the field theory models is realized with the sym-
metry broken state. That is, the true vacuum prefers the symmetry broken state, contrary to
the naive expectation in quantum many body theory.



4.1. Symmetry and Its Breaking in Vacuum 55

A question may arise as to what should be an intuitive explanation why the vacuum
of the field theory models has the symmetry broken state as the most favorable state, in
contradiction with the experiences of quantum many body theory. Here, we show that the
symmetry broken state of the vacuum in the field theory models is naturally realized in the
context of quantum many body theory. In short, the vacuum of quantum field theory is
constructed by the negative energy particles, and therefore, the symmetry preserving state
should have the absolute magnitude of its total energy which is smaller than the symmetry
broken state. This is just consistent with the prediction of quantum many body theory.
However, energies of the vacuum are all negative, and thus the lower state is, of course, the
one that breaks the symmetry since the absolute magnitude of its energy is larger than that
of the symmetry preserving state. This is exactly what one observes in the Thirring model
as will be discussed in Chapter 7.

4.1.1 Symmetry in Quantum Many Body Theory

In quantum mechanics, the ground state energy of the particle Hamilt&inéam be written
Eiot = (0|H|0), (4.3)

where we denote the ground state|dywhich preserves the symmetry of the Hamiltonian

H. In this case, the lowest state is normally the one that keeps the symmetry. The total
energy of the states which do not keep the symmetry should be found in higher energies
than the symmetry preserving state. This energy of¥hparticle state may be written
more explicitly as

N
Biot = »_ &i(k), (4.4)
i=1

where we denote the energy of théh particle by&;(k;). The momentunk; should be
determined by solving the many body equations of motion

Fi(ky,...,ky)=0, i=1,...,N. (4.5)
Now, suppose there is a symmetry in the HamiltontanThe solution of the above equa-

tions should be specified by the symmetric and the symmetry broken solutions. In quantum
many body system, it is often the case that the symmetric sol@igff is lower than the

symmetry broken solutiof:¥™"" .

Eo" < B (4.6)

This, of course, depends on the interactions between patrticles in the system, and one can
only claim that there should be some systems in which eq.(4.6) can hold.
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4.1.2 Symmetry in Field Theory

In quantum field theory, the symmetry breaking phenomena occur in a completely different
fashion. The lowest state which is calleacuumsometimes breaks the continuous symme-
try since it is found to be lower than the symmetry preserving state. Since the continuous
symmetry has the Noether current associated with its symmetry, the current conservation
should hold true in the process of determining the lowest state of the model field theory as
long as the model has no anomaly.

Why is it possible that the symmetry broken state becomes lower than the symmetry
preserving state in an obvious contradiction with the picture of quantum many body theory?
Here, we present a simple intuitive picture why it may occur. The basic point is that the
vacuum in field theory models is constructed by particles with the negative energies which
are solved in the many body Dirac equations. To be more specific, the vacuum éhgrgy
can be written as

By = — lim Y &(ki), (4.7)

where the energy of théth particle is denoted by;. Since the system is infinite, one
should make the numbéY infinity at the end of the calculation. It should be noted that
one cannot make the system infinity from the beginning since in this case one cannot define
the total energy of the system. This construction of the vacuum in terms of thefinite
particle system and then making the numBeinfinity must be well justified since the deep
negative energy states in the vacuum should not have any effects on the physical properties
of the vacuum state.

In order to determine the momenta of the negative energy particles, one should solve
the equations of motion which may be similar to eq.(4.5)

Gi(ky,....ky) =0, i=1,...,N. (4.8)

Again, one can assume that there is a symmetry in the Hamiltaiiiain this case, the
solution of the above equations should be specified by the symmetric solution and the sym-
metry broken solution. Just in the same way as the positive energy case, if one defines the
total energyE:ot by

N
Etor = Z&(k‘z) (4.9)

then the symmetric solutiodZ;’," must be lower than the symmetry broken solution

sym.br
Etot

B < B (4.10)

However, the energy of the vacuum is all negative, and therefore one sees that the symmetry
broken vacuum state must be the lowest, that is

Esym.br < Esym (411)

vac vac
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which is just opposite to the prediction of the quantum many body theory.

In this way, the vacuum in field theory models prefers the symmetry broken state. The
symmetry preserving state has the lowest energy in magnitude, but due to the negative
sign in front (eq.(4.7)), the lowest energy must be the one that breaks the symmetry. This is
exactly what happens in the spontaneous symmetry breaking in fermion field theory models.
This appearance of the two states, one that preserves the symmetry and the other that breaks
the symmetry must depend on the dynamical properties of the models one considers. Up
to now, the Thirring model exhibits the two states in the vacuum, and therefore it presents
a good example of the spontaneous symmetry breaking physics. In the next section, we
discuss the Goldstone theorem, keeping this fact in mind.

4.2 Goldstone Theorem

The physics of the spontaneous symmetry breaking started from the Goldstone theorem.
The theorem states that there should appear a massless boson when the symmetry of the
vacuum state is spontaneously broken. In this process of the spontaneous symmetry break-
ing, the current conservation should hold. This is important since the Goldstone theorem is
entirely based on the current conservation, and without the current conservation the theorem
cannot be proved.

Here, without loss of generality, we can restrict our discussion to the chiral symmetry
breaking of the fermion field theory models. In this case, the chiral ch@ggaust be a
conserved quantity.

4.2.1 Conservation of Chiral Charge

When the Lagrangian density has the chiral symmetry which can be represented by the
unitary operatot/ («), there is a conserved current associated with the symmetry, which is
eq.(4.2). In this case, there is a conserved chiral ch@ege

Qs = / 39(z) d3r. (4.12)

The quantized Hamiltonia#l of this system is invariant under the unitary transformation
U(a), ) )
Ula)HU(a)™! = H. (4.13)

Therefore, the chiral charge operaéds commutes with the Hamiltoniafl

A A A A

OsH = HOs. (4.14)

4.2.2 Symmetry of Vacuum

The symmetry of the vacuum is determined in terms of its energy, and when the lowest
energy state is realized, the vacuum may break the symmetry which is possessed in the



58 Chapter 4. Goldstone Theorem and Spontaneous Symmetry Breaking

Hamiltonian. Here, the symmetry of the vacuum can be defined in the following way. The
symmetric vacuum is denoted hy) while the symmetry broken vacuum is denoted %Y.
They satisfy the following equations,

U(a)[0) = 10), (4.15a)
U(a)|2) # |Q2). (4.15b)

These equations can be written in terms of the chiral charge opéj’gtm
Q5(0) =0, (4.16a)

Qs5|Q) # 0. (4.16b)

4.2.3 Commutation Relation

In the Goldstone theorem, one starts from the following commutation relation which is an

identity equation,
[Qa/w Jys(a) dPr ] — 2 [ By (4.17)

Now, one takes the expectation value of the above equation with the vacuun{staad
obtains

|G, [ Bapita) ] 10) = ~2(0] [ Gyt drio) (4.18)

If the right hand side (fermion condensate) has a finite value, then the vacuunitstate
must be a symmetry broken state since it should at least satisfy eq.(4.16b) because of the
finite value of the left hand side.

Now, one can rewrite eq.(4.18) and assume that the right hand side is nonzero because
of the finite fermion condensate

> (2m)%(pn) [(Qljglnﬂnw%@blme_m”t — (Qrsln) (nlig| Qe | £ 0, (4.19)

n

where|n) denotes the complete set of the fermion number zero states of the field theory
model one considers. Therefore, bosonic states as well as the pair of massless free fermion
and anti-fermion states should be included in the intermediate states. From eq.(4.19), one
sees that the right hand side is nonzero and time-independent while the left hand side is
time dependent unless there is a stafethat satisfies

E, =0 for p,=0. (4.20)

Eq.(4.20) is just consistent with the dispersion relation of a massless boson.
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4.2.4 Momentum Zero State

However, one easily notices that the free massless fermion and anti-fermion pair can also
satisfy eq.(4.20). To be more specific, one can write the energy and momentum of the state
|n) as

E,=FE¢+ Ej, (4.21a)

Pn = Pf + Py, (4.21b)
wherep; (p7) andEy (E7) denote the momentum and energy of the fermion (anti-fermion),
respectively. For the free massless fermion and anti-fermion pair with

pr=0 and p;=0 (4.22a)

one obtains [41, 42, 43, 69]
Ey=0 and E;=0 (4.22b)

and therefore eq.(4.20) is indeed satisfied

Pn=pr+p;j=0=E,=E;+ E;=0.

Dispersion Relation of Massless Boson

From one information of eq.(4.20), one could derive the dispersion relation of a massless
boson if the state must be covariant

ETQL - p721 = (pn)upp, = 0.

The requirement of the covariance for the statemay be justified when the state is an
isolated system. However, it is difficult to show the covariance from only one information
on the zero momentum state which is just eq.(4.20) since the vacuum is always in the
momentum zero state.

On the other hand, the dispersion relation of a massless boson

E = |p|

contains information which should be valid for arbitrary momengurmtuitively, it is clear

that one cannot obtain the dispersion relation of a massless boson from only one information
which is atp = 0. Therefore, one sees that the Goldstone theorem proves the existence of
a free massless fermion and anti-fermion pair for the fermion field theory models, and this
is, of course, a natural statement. But there exists ho massless boson.
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4.2.5 PoleinS-matrix

In the spontaneous symmetry breaking, a massless pole if-thatrix calculations is
sometimes found, and they claim that the pole should be related to a massless boson (Gold-
stone boson). However, the-matrix in these calculations is evaluated in the trivial (per-
turbative) vacuum, and it has nothing to do with a physical massless boson. Furthermore,
one has to be careful that a pole in tBematrix may not have to correspond to a bound
state, and if one wishes to find a bound state pole, then one should calculate poles in exact
Green’s function in which the evaluation should be based on the symmetry broken vacuum
state. But this is just the same as solving the system exactly.

4.3 New Interpretation of Goldstone Theorem

Here, we present a new interpretation of the Goldstone theorem and clarify what is indeed
the physics of the spontaneous symmetry breaking in fermion field theory models. Since the
spontaneous symmetry breaking is connected with the structure of the vacuum, we should
understand the physical feature of the vacuum. However, most of the difficulties of the
field theory models are concentrated in the dynamical evaluation of the vacuum state, and
therefore, we should first treat the spontaneous symmetry breaking physics in terms of finite
number of freedoms. After that, we should examine whether the procedure can be justified
when the number of the freedom is set to infinity.

4.3.1 Eigenstate of Hamiltonian ands
Since the operataps; commutes with the Hamiltoniafl as discussed in eq.(4.14),
QsH = HQs
the Q5 has the same eigenstate as the HamiltonianA. If one defines the symmetry broken
vacuum stateQ2) by the eigenstate of the Hamiltonidh with its energy eigenvalué,

then one can write X
H|Q) = Eq|Q). (4.23)

In this case, one can also write the eigenvalue equation fapthe
Q5|9 = g5|Q) (4.24)

with its eigenvaluey;. These equations should hold for the exact eigenstates of the Hamil-
tonian.

Now, if one takes the expectation value of eq.(4.17) with the symmetry broken vacuum
|Q) which is the eigenstate of the Hamiltonian as weltas then one obtains for the left
hand side as

1 |Gs. [ dlamita) ] )
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= Qs [ st - ( [ st d3r) GO =0  (4.25)

with the help of eq.(4.24). This means that the right hand side of eq.(4.18) must vanish,
that is,

©] / Blay(z) driQ) = 0. (4.26)

Therefore, the exact eigenstate of the vacuum has no fermion condensate even in the sym-
metry broken vacuum. The relation of eq.(4.18) has repeatedly been used, and if there is a
finite fermion condensate, then the symmetry of the vacuum must be broken since the left
hand side of eq.(4.18) vanishes due to eq.(4.16a) for the symmetric vacuum state. However,
as seen above, the condensate must vanish even for the symmetry broken vacuum state if
the vacuum is the eigenstate of the Hamiltonian, which is a natural consequence.

4.3.2 Index of Symmetry Breaking

The way out of this dilemma is simple. One should not take the expectation value of the vac-
uum state. Instead, the index of the symmetry breaking in connection with the condensate
operator[ v (z)y(x) dz should be the following operator equation

([ s ér) o) =) + o, (a.27)
where|Q)’) denotes an operator-induced state which is orthogonal ti§xthe
Q) = 0.

(1 is related to the condensate value. For the exact eigenstate which breaks the chiral
symmetry, one finds

Cy=0. (4.28)
In this case, the identity equation of (4.17) can be applied to the|Statend one obtains
(@5~ a5) [ dlapsvle) die) = -28) (4.29)

with the help of eq.(4.24). Indeed, eq.(4.29) holds true for the exact eigenstate. It is now

clear that one should not take the expectation value of eq.(4.17) by the vacuum state. It just
gives a trivial equation of0” = “0”.

4.4 Chiral Symmetry in Quantized Thirring Model

In this section, we show explicitly how the chiral symmetry in the quantized Thirring model
Hamiltonian behaves in terms of the creation and annihilation operators.
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4.4.1 Lagrangian Density

The Lagrangian density of the Thirring model is written as

- 1 - -
L= W’ma“w - 5 gwmﬂﬁ w’Y’“/f (4'30)
which is invariant under the chiral transformation
Y = €5, (4.31)

Therefore, the chiral charge
Qs = /¢($)7075¢($) d’r
is a conserved quantity. In fact, it commutes with the Hamiltodian
[H,Qs) = 0.

4.4.2 Quantized Hamiltonian

The fieldsy is quantized as

%(SC)) 1 <an> iPn T : 2m

T) = :—E e’Pn®  with p, = —n, 4.32
v (wbm VL = \bn 7 (452
where the operators, andb,, should satisfy the anti-commutation relations

{ama;[n} = {bnabjn} = 5nm7 {amam} = {bmbm} = {anabm} =0.
In this case, the quantized Hamiltonian of the Thirring model becomes

H=>" [ n (aILan - bLbn) + %g (zl: a}aHn) (Z bfnbern)] . (4.33)

n

4.4.3 Chiral Transformation for Operators

The chiral transformation of eq.(4.31) is written in termsigfandb,, as

v ()t = (i) v (;) Ul<a>=<eefbfﬁ>- (434

In this case, one easily sees that the Hamiltonian is also invariant under the transformation
of eq.(4.34)

U()HU (o) =)

n

+2f" Ula) (Z al al+n> U a)U(a) (Z bgme) U—l(a)] =H.  (4.35)
l m

U (o) (aLan — bLbn> U ()
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4.4.4 Unitary Operator with Chiral Charge Qs
Now, the unitary operatdy («) can be explicitly written as
Ula) = e~0Qs, (4.36)

where the chiral charge operatQg is expressed in terms of the creation and annihilation
operators as

Qs = /@Z)(m)’yofyg)lb(x) dr = Z [aLan — bLbn} .

n

In this case, one can confirm the following identities

U(a) <ZZ> U_l(a) _ e—ia@5 (Zz) ez‘aQs - <:—iofbgn> ’ (4.37a)

T A T A —ia T
Gn —1 — —iaQs an iaQs — € an 4 b

which are just the same as eq.(4.34).

4.45 Symmetric and Symmetry Broken Vacuum

In the Thirring model, the Bethe ansatz solutions show that there are symmetric viiguum
and symmetry broken vacuuif?) states, and the energy of the symmetry broken vacuum is
found to be lower than the symmetric vacuum energy. They are the eigenstate of the chiral
chargeQs and one finds

Qs|0) =0, (4.38a)

Qs|Q) = £|Q). (4.38b)
Therefore, for the unitary operatbi{«) = e—m@, the symmetric vacuum does not change
U(a)]0) = e~@3|0) = |0) (4.39q)
while the symmetry broken vacuum becomes
U(a)|Q) = e 7% |Q) = e*|0) # Q) (4.30)

which indeed satisfies the criteria of the symmetry broken vacuum state in egs.(4.15).

4.5 Spontaneous Chiral Symmetry Breaking

There is one good example which perfectly satisfies the above requirements of the spon-
taneous chiral symmetry breaking and zero fermion condensate. That is the Bethe ansatz
vacuum of the massless Thirring model which will be discussed in detail in Chapter 7. Here,
we employ the results of the Bethe ansatz vacuum of the Thirring model and discuss the
vacuum and its properties in the context of the spontaneous symmetry breaking.
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4.5.1 Exact Vacuum of Thirring Model

Now, the left and right mover fermion creation operators can be denotefl, by, respec-
tively, and thus the vacuum stgte) can be written as

= Hazf HbT;\0>>, (4.40)
g

where|0)) denotes the null vacuum state with
akf\0>> = 0, bk;|0>> =0. (4.41)

The momentakf for left mover andk] for right mover should satisfy the periodic boundary
condition (PBC) equations which are solved analytically, and therefore one can determine
the momentakf andk;, as will be given in Chapter 7.

4.5.2 Condensate Operator

Now, the condensate operatpi)(z)i(z) dz can be written as

/ P(a)(x) de = (bhan + afbn). (4.42)

n

Therefore, €q.(4.27) becomes

/ B)p(@) dlQ) = 3 (Bhan + alba)|2)

n

Z{ 11 kabTerO +Hake [T ®lalio) } (4.43)

AT bk

Clearly, the right hand side of eq.(4.43) is different from the vacuum state of the Bethe
ansatz solution of eq.(4.40), and therefore denoting the right hand side of eq.(4/43),by
one obtains

/ b)) (@) dalQ) =Y (bhan + afib,)[Q) = |2). (4.44)
Obviously, the value of’; in eq.(4.27) is zero in the massless Thirring model, and indeed
this confirms eq.(4.29).

It is now clear and most important to note that one cannot learn the basic dynamics of
the symmetry breaking phenomena from the identity equation. If one wishes to study the
symmetry breaking physics in depth, then one has to solve the dynamics of the vacuum in
the field theory model properly even though it is extremely difficult to solve it exactly.
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4.6 Symmetry Breaking in Two Dimensions

In two dimensional field theory models, it is well known that there should not exist any
physical massless bosons because of the infra-red singularity of the propagator of the mass-
less boson. Therefore, if one assumes the Goldstone theorem, then one finds that there
should not occur any spontaneous symmetry breaking in two dimensional field theory mod-
els, which is known as Coleman’s theorem [22, 31, 91].

4.6.1 Fermion Field Theory in Two Dimensions

However, as we will see in the later chapters, the vacuum states of the massless Thirring
model as well as QCD in two dimensions prefer the symmetry broken vacuum states to-
gether with the current conservation. Therefore, the spontaneous symmetry breaking of the
vacuum indeed takes place in two dimensional field theory models of Thirring and.QCD

By now, this is not surprising since the Goldstone theorem does not hold in fermion field
theory models. On the contrary, the spontaneous symmetry breaking in these models are
consistent with the new picture of the symmetry breaking physics. As far as the spontaneous
symmetry breaking physics is concerned, the two dimensional field theory is not at all spe-
cial since there appears no massless boson after the symmetry is spontaneously broken in
the vacuum.

4.6.2 Boson Field Theory in Two Dimensions

The spontaneous symmetry breaking should not occur in boson field theory models in two
dimensions. This may be reasonable since the Goldstone theorem may hold for the boson
field theory models where a massless boson should appear. However, there should not exist
any physical massless boson in two dimensions, and therefore, the spontaneous symmetry
breaking should be forbidden in two dimensional boson field theory models.

4.7 Symmetry Breaking in Boson Fields

In the subsequent two sections, we stray from the main stream of the spontaneous sym-
metry breaking physics in fermion field theory models, and come to discussions of the
spontaneous symmetry breaking in boson field theory in four dimensions. In most of the
field theory textbooks, the discussion of this subject can be found, and therefore, we discuss
it briefly in this section.

4.7.1 Double Well Potential

Now, we discuss the spontaneous symmetry breaking in boson field theory models. This can
be found in any field theory textbooks, and therefore we only sketch a simple picture why
the massless boson appears in the spontaneous symmetry breaking. But it should be noted
that the treatment here is approximate, and there is still some unsolved problem left when
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one wishes to understand the spontaneous symmetry breaking in boson field theory models
in an exact fashion. The Hamiltonian density for complex boson fields can be written as

1
H=5(Vo) (Vo) +U (l9]). (4.45)
This has &/ (1) symmetry. However, the Hamiltonian density must be real, and therefore

theU (1) symmetry of the Hamiltonian density is a trivial constraint. Now, when one takes
the potential as a double well type

U (19]) = uo (Jo = )", (4.46)
whereuy and\ are constant, then the minimum of the potentidl|¢|) can be found at
()] = A

However, one must notice that this is a minimum of the potential, but not the minimum of
the total energy.

4.7.2 Change of Field Variables

The minimum of the total energy must be found together with the kinetic energy term. Now,
one rewrites the complex field as

(@) = (A + (@)l (4.47)

wheren is assumed to be much smaller than the

In(z)| < .

In this case, one can rewrite eq.(4.45) as

1

H =S [(VOVE + (V) (V)] + U(A+n(@)]) + - . (4.48)

O |

Here, one finds the massless bogomhich is associated with the degeneracy of the vac-
uum energy. The important point is that this infinite degeneracy of the potential vacuum is
converted into the massless boson degrees of freedom when the degeneracy of the potential
vacuum is resolved by the kinetic energy term.

This is the spontaneous symmetry breaking which is indeed found by Goldstone, and
he pointed out that there should appear a massless boson associated with the symmetry
breaking. The degeneracy of the potential vacuum is converted into a massless boson degree
of freedom. This looks plausible, and at least approximately there is nothing wrong with
this treatment of the spontaneous symmetry breaking phenomena in contrast to the fermion
field theory model. However, the treatment is still approximate, and one should confirm that
the terms neglected in eq.(4.48) may not cause any troubles. At least, one cannot claim that
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the massless boson which appears after the spontaneous symmetry breaking is an isolated
particle of the system. Also, the Goldstone theorem shows that there should be a boson
state as given in eq.(4.20)

E,=0 for p,=0

which is consistent with a massless boson. However, to be rigorous, one may still have to
prove that the state with the above constraint is an isolated system.

In this respect, it should be most important to solve the boson field theory model with
the double well potential in an exact fashion, and then one may learn the essence of the
symmetry breaking physics in the boson field theory in depth, and this is indeed a future
problem.

4.7.3 Current Density of Fields

In addition, the boson fieldsandn are real fields, and therefore the current dengjty:)
of the boson field§ andn must vanish as the classical field

€T t x
jn(e) =i (€10 25 - I e(0)) 0 since €1(0) = ela)

and the same equation holds for thdield as well. However, they diverge when they

are quantized as will be discussed in the Appendix C. Therefore, both of the fields cannot
propagate as a physical particle. In this sense, one may say that the model field theory of
eq.(4.45) is not realistic.

4.8 Breaking of Local Gauge Symmetry?

At present, all of the realistic field theory models have the local gauge symmetry. Quantum
electrodynamics (QED), quantum chromodynamics (QCD) and Weinberg-Salam model
have the local gauge invariance. The local gauge symmetry in QED and QCD should hold
rigorously, and this is just what we observe from experiments.

However, this local gauge invariance seems to be broken in the Higgs mechanism, and
therefore we should discuss the essence of the spontaneous symmetry breaking of the local
gauge invariance [67]. This concept is employed in the electro-weak theory by Weinberg-
Salam, and the&'U(2) ® U(1) gauge field model is quite successful in describing many
experimental observations.

4.8.1 Higgs Mechanism

The Lagrangian density of the complex scalar figld:) which interacts with thd/(1)
gauge field can be written as

1

L= 5 (D) (D"0) o (|6~ 2)° — | Fu P, (4.49)
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where
D, =0, +i9A,, F. =0,A,—0,A,..

Here, the same double well type potential as in eq.(4.46) is assumed for the complex scalar
field. Now, one rewrites the complex scalar field as

6(x) = (A +n(2)e 5, (4.50)

wheren(z) and{(z) denote new fields, and therefore one can obtain a new Lagrangian
density

1

£ =5 @um)(@n) = uo (A+nf* = 3)*
+392A2 A +iag Aﬂ+iaﬂg L (4.51)
2 Bgat g\ 4 ’ '

This Lagrangian density is still invariant under the following gauge transformation

Aly(z) = Ap(z) + dux (), &(x) = &(x) — gix(z),

wherex(z) is an arbitrary function of space and time.

4.8.2 Gauge Fixing

Now, one fixes the gauge such that
§(x) =0

which is calledunitary gauge This means that one takes the following gauge fixing

1
x(z) = 97 §(x).
In this case, the Lagrangian density of eq.(4.51) becomes

L= % @um)(0"n) —uo (A + 12 = \2)* + %gz)\QANA“ — ipﬂuFﬂ” +ooo . (4.52)
This new Lagrangian density shows that the gauge field becomes massive and the complex
scalar field has lost one degree of freedom and becomes a real scalag(figl&ince the

new Lagrangian density is obtained by fixing the gauge, it does not have a gauge freedom
any more. The peculiarity of this gauge fixing is that ffie) = 0 has nothing to do with

the redundancy of the gauge fielg, itself. In fact, this gauge fixing does not reduce the
number of freedoms of the gauge field. If all the physical observables can be reproduced by
this gauge fixing, then this gauge fixing can be justified [53].
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4.8.3 What Is Physics Behind Higgs Mechanism?

In the Higgs mechanism, the gauge field acquires the mass by the spontaneous symmetry
breaking of the Higgs fields. This is mainly because one takes the double well type potential
for a scalar field and the potential has a minimum at

()] = A

Therefore, the kinetic energy part of the Higgs field which couples with the gaugeifield
becomes a constant Therefore, this part has lost a coupling between the Higgs and the
gauge fields. However, this mass-term-like interactions should be still gauge invariant and
it cannot be considered as a mass term of the gauge field. The mass term of the gauge field
is obtained by fixing the gauge at the Lagrangian density level. Therefore, after fixing the
gauge, there is no gauge freedom any more in the Lagrangian density.

Normally, one fixes the gauge at the point where one calculates the physical observ-
ables. In terms of physics, the gauge fixing becomes necessary when one wishes to deter-
mine the gauge field solutions from the equations of motion. This is clear since the gauge
field has redundant variables at the level of solving the equations of motion. By fixing the
gauge, one can determine the gauge field, but of course physical observables should not
depend on the choice of the gauge fixing.

At the same time, one should be careful for the choice of the gauge fixing. There is
no guarantee that any kind of the gauge fixing can give the same physical observables. At
least, one should examine whether the gauge choice one takes can indeed reproduce the
right physical observables or not.

Here, thel’ (1) gauge field is discussed, but it is straightforward to extend it to the non-
abelian case. In the non-abelian gauge field theory, gauge fields themselves are not gauge
invariant, and therefore they cannot be a physical observable. However, after the sponta-
neous symmetry breaking of the complex scalar fields, the non-abelian gauge fields become
physical observables after the gauge fixing as Weinberg-Salam model shows. The physics
behind this statement is difficult to understand, and in this respect, the Higgs mechanism
should be understood more in depth in future.
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